
 

 



 

 

 
 

Introduction 
 

he Emilia-Romagna Regional Speleological Federation launched research project 
about the roman quarries of Lapis Specularis. This project is determined to sur-
vey and study the roman artificial cavities in the Vena del Gesso Romagnola 

(Northern Italy). The project is developed with the organizations:  the Archeological Su-
perintendence of Emilia-Romagna, the Romagna Parks and Biodiversity Organization, 
the Bologna and Modena and Reggio-Emilia Universities, the Emilia-Romagna Region.  
 

Geographical sketch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

he Vena del Gesso Romagnola is in the Northern Italy, in the Romagna Apennines 
Mountains, in Emilia-Romagna region. Today this area is protected with a park, 
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established by LR n. 10/05 over an area of 6,063 hectares, to protect the Gypsum out-
crop that extends for about 25 Km from the valley of the Lamone river to the one of Sil-
laro stream (Fig. 1). Gypsum is a sedimentary evaporite easily soluble and the area is rich 
in karst; more than 200 caves have been explored, for a total length of over 40 Km. The 
flora and fauna are rich because of the two micro-climates of the southern sides (hot 
and dry) and north (fresh wet) of the outcrop, with rare and interesting species.  

Right: Fig. 1 - Geographical 
sketch. 
 
Left: Fig. 2 - The Primary Gyp-
sum in the Vena del Gesso Park 
(Photo: P. Lucci). 
 


